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The Kickport is another one of those products that I was intro-
duced to at this year’s Winter NAMM show.  The Kickport team 
was nice enough to give me a full demo of the product at the 
show, but between the hustle and bustle, loud noise, and my 
alcohol-induced intoxication I knew that I was going to have to 
put this product to the test myself at a later time.
 
You’ve likely seen a bass reflex enclosure, also referred to as 
a ported or vented speaker enclosure at some point in your 
life.  You’ve got to love this technical language, right?  I’m 
sure you’ve seen a speaker that has a vent hole in the front 
of it.  No, I’m not talking about the one your little brother 
poked in your speaker just before he pushed your tweeters 
in!  The speaker cabinet would just have a vent or port hole 
somewhere on the front of it.  That vent or port is used to 
add more end to the speaker system by introducing you to 
the indirect frequencies being released from the back of the 
speaker.  The Kickport, much in the same way, is designed to 
boost low-end frequencies, dampen the resonant head, and 
focus and compress the air as it leaves your bass drum, adding 
punch.

 
I contacted Kickport International and they were cool enough 
to send me a pair of their Kickports to put to the test at my 
recording studio here in Los Angeles.  I had two clients come 
in just shortly after I had received the Kickports and both 
drummers were cool enough to let me experiment with the 
bass drum tone and try these Kickports out on their record-
ings.  Both of the drummers were immediately impressed by 
the low-end, tight, punchy sound the Kickport added to their 
bass drum.  I have to admit I was impressed as well.  My real 
concern was with regard to micing the kick and what effect 
the Kickport would have on the recording itself.
 
My concern about the Kickport for recording was whether 
or not it would impede my micing technique, as the port is 
about four or five inches deep and many times I hook my bass 
drum mic right around the head and aim it right at the beater 
to try to capture a more natural click and/or attack.  I found 
that the Kickport was pretty pleasant to work with as an 
audio engineer.  I wish I had more time to experiment with the 
Kickport by trying some multiple micing techniques and so 
forth, but time is money.  I should also state that a standard 
bass drum mic such as a Shure Beta 52 will easily fit inside 
the Kickport should you prefer to mic the kick internally as 
opposed to the outside of the kick.  The Kickport can also be 
added and removed from a kick drum in about thirty seconds, 
so you’re good no matter what your micing tastes are as an 
engineer.
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MSRP: $56.00
AVERAGE PRICE ONLINE: $39.99
WWW.KICKPORT.COM

1. IT PORTS THE KICK DRUM IN THE SAME MANNER AS A BASS REFLEX 
00SPEAKER CABINET WHICH BOOSTS LOW FREQUENCIES.

2. IT ADDS IDEAL DAMPENING DIRECTLY TO THE RESONANT HEAD WHICH ALLOWS YOU TO REMOVE MOST IF NOT ALL OF THE 
00INTERNAL MATERIALS THUS RECLAIMING ALL OF THE NATURAL RESONANCE AND TONE OF YOUR DRUM.

3. IT FOCUSES THE AIR AS IT EXITS THE KICK DRUM AND THIS COMPRESSION INCREASES PUNCH.

4. IT’S TUNABLE!  DUE TO ITS BROADBAND DESIGN, THE KICKPORT® IMPROVES  THE SOUND OF BASS DRUMS SIZED 16” TO  
0028.”  IT CAN BE TUNED UP OR DOWN BY ADJUSTING THE TUNING OF THE RESONANT HEAD.
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